[Litzinger, Edward R.] Constitution and Playing Rules of the Associated Base Ball Clubs of Chicago.
Chicago: published by A. G. Spalding & Bros. 1899.
First edition. Original publisher’s cream wrappers, lettered and decorated in black with a Spalding bicycle
advertisement to the rear. An excellent copy with some light soiling and the stamp of “Edward R. Litzinger”
to the front cover. A well-preserved example of an early baseball publication.
Bearing the ownership stamp of the organization’s president, Edward R. Litzinger, this guide to the rules and
regulations of the Associated Baseball Clubs of Chicago (ABC) was published shortly after the ABC took over
the role of governing body for Chicago’s semi-professional baseball clubs in 1898. A role previously held by
the Chicago Amateur Baseball Association, the governing body was primarily responsible for scheduling
games around the city. Notably, the ABC represented both black and white teams in this racially segregated
sport, and was responsible for settling disputes that arose between clubs that were known to have powerful
rivalries. Mentioned in this publication is William S. Peters (1867-1933), an American entrepreneur and
baseball player who served as treasurer of the ABC. Peters was manager and played first base for the all-black
Chicago Unions team, later continuing on to run his own team until 1923, the Peters Union Giants, widely
regarded as a predecessor of the Negro Leagues. Notably, this booklet was published by A. G. Spalding &
Bros, a sporting goods company founded in 1976 by Albert Goodwill Spalding, a prominent baseball player
and executive in the earliest days of the sport. Now known simply as “Spalding,” the company still exists
today.
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Anson, Adrian “Cap”. A Ball Player’s Career. Being the Personal Experiences and Reminiscences of Adrian C.
Anson.
Chicago: Era Publishing Co., 1900.
First edition, first printing. From the library of former major league baseball player, Eugene “Gene”
DeMontreville. Original publisher’s green cloth, spine lettered in blue, front cover with ball player illustration
of Anson and lettering in blue. A very good copy with wear and rubbing to the extremities, a few small
scattered stains and light soiling to cloth, hinges repaired, plate facing page 46 with tape repairs to verso, and
the signature of baseball player, Eugene DeMontreville and “B B B Club” notation to the front pastedown.
Eugene “Gene” DeMontreville played professional baseball from 1894-1904 at second base and shortstop,
playing on 8 different teams in his 11-year career. DeMontreville was a former teammate of Hall of Famers Kid
Nichols, Billy Hamilton, and Vic Willis for the 1901-1902 Boston Beaneaters (later Boston Braves), and Connie
Mack for the 1894 Pittsburgh Pirates. He also played on the 1900 National League Champion Brooklyn
Superbas (later Brooklyn Dodgers). His 36-game hitting streak for the Washington Senators from 1896-1897
ranks as the 10th longest in Major League Baseball history.
A Ball Player’s Career is considered the first baseball biography ever published in book form, where Anson
recounts his professional baseball career and international goodwill tours. Anson led Chicago to six National
League pennants in the 1880’s, and still holds several Cubs franchise records, while being the only Cub in the
3,000-hit club. He was also one of the first 19th century baseball players inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame (1939).
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Church, Seymour R. Base Ball: The History, Statistics and Romance of the American National Game From Its
Inception to the Present Time.
San Francisco: Seymour R. Church, 1902.
Volume I, 1845-1871 (volume II never published). Illustrated with color illustrations and black & white
photographs. First edition. Original publisher’s red pebbled cloth, lettered in gilt to the front cover. An
excellent copy with only some mild wear and rubbing to the extremities and several small scattered scuff to
the covers, hinges tender. A very bright and attractive copy of an extremely scarce early baseball book.
Written and published by San Francisco
historian Seymour R. Church, this book details
the history and origins of baseball, from the
formation of the New York Knickerbockers in
1845 through the establishment of the first
professional league in 1871. It features
numerous portraits of notable figures,
including George Wright, shortstop for the
Chicago Red Stockings, the country’s first
professional team. Though intended as the
first part in a larger series, later volumes were
never published. Notably, Church, who also
worked as a salesman for the Muirkirk iron
foundry, was widely regarded as the foremost
authority on baseball in the western United
States, and had previously published a fourvolume series called Base Ball Schedule and
Memorandum Book, which was well-received
and popular among baseball fans at the time.
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Thayer, Phineas (Thayer, Ernest Lawrence). Casey at the Bat.
Chicago: A.C. McClurg and Co., 1912.
Illustrated by Dan Sayre Groesbeck. First hardcover edition. Publisher’s green paper boards, with an
illustration of a bat wrapped in black ribbon to the front board, lettered in gold. Near fine, with only a touch of
wear to the spine ends, otherwise an extremely bright and fine copy.
Casey at the Bat is an iconic baseball poem that was first published in the San Francisco Daily Examiner on June 3,
1888, and popularized by comedic actor DeWolf Hopper later in the same year. Specifically, the poem
describes the fictional “Mudville Nine” team and their star player, the “Mighty Casey.” Notably, both Alfred
H. Spink’s The National Game (1910) and A.G. Spalding’s America’s National Game (1911), which Encyclopædia
Britannica calls the first attempts at writing a standard history of baseball, cite Casey at the Bat as “the best
baseball poem ever written.”
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Roger Maris Baseball Inscribed to the New York Yankees’ 1961 Team Photographer.
MacGregor: Regulation League wool center baseball, 1961. Signed and inscribed by Roger Maris to Yankees
1961 team photographer, David Blumenthal: “To Dave Blumenthal/ My Best Regards/ Roger Maris.” In
excellent condition with some very light soiling and a few minor smudges.
[with]
Blumenthal, David. Roger Maris’ Batting Secrets.
White Plains, NY: David Blumenthal Associates, Inc., 1961. First edition. 24pp., each leaf with a photograph of
Maris in one of several stages performing a swing. A fine copy.
Roger Maris played 12 seasons of Major League Baseball from 1957-1968 with 4 different teams, most notably
the New York Yankees. Maris is most remembered for his historic 1961 season where he broke Babe Ruth’s
single season home run record with 61 home runs, which came in the fourth inning of the last game of the
season on October 1, 1961. Maris also led the New York Yankees to a World Series Title that same year. Maris
is a 7x All-Star, 3x World Series Champion in 1961, 1962, and 1967, 2x A.L. MVP in 1960 & 1961, & 1960 Gold
Glove Winner. Maris’s number ‘9’ was officially retired by the New York Yankees in 1984.
The recipient of the baseball, David Blumenthal, worked as the sports photographer for the New York Yankees
and New York Jets. Most notably, Blumenthal was responsible for photographing Maris’ historic 1961 season
doing slow-motion studies of batters and opposing pitchers. Roger Maris’ Batting Secrets demonstrates
Blumenthal’s slow-motion study of Maris’ swing with Maris’ commentary and tips for hitting success. Some of
Blumenthal’s other work for the Yankees include Babe Ruth’s farewell speech (“Babe Ruth Day”) in 1948.
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Coover, Robert. The Universal Baseball Association, Inc.
New York: Random House, 1968.
First edition, first printing. Publisher’s red cloth and light beige boards, lettered in red and silver, blue top
stain; in the original white dust jacket designed by Adelson and Eichinger, lettered in blue and golden yellow.
Near fine, with a very slight lean to the spine, minor soiling to the rear free endpaper, otherwise bright and
clean pages; unclipped dust jacket, with a short closed tear to the front panel, some light wear and creasing to
the extremities, a few faint spots of light soiling. Overall, a tight and attractive copy.
The Universal Baseball Association is Coover’s second novel, which he insists is “not a book about baseball,” in
spite of Wilfrid Sheed’s praise that “Coover has in fact written a fine baseball novel, the best I can remember in
an admittedly thin field.” Instead, this novel tells the story of J. Henry Waugh, the nighttime proprietor of the
Universal Baseball Association, a fantasy league where each game is controlled by Waugh’s roll of the dice. As
he becomes increasingly obsessed with the UBA, Waugh’s fantasy begins to blend with his actual life, with
disastrous effects for both fantasy and reality.
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Mantle, Mickey; Pepe, Phil. My Favorite Summer 1956.
New York: Doubleday, 1991.
First edition, first printing. Signed by Mickey Mantle on the title page. Original publisher’s cloth, dust jacket
with photograph of Mantle to the front cover. A fine copy in a fine dust jacket.
My Favorite Summer 1956 is Mantle’s autobiographical reflection of the 1956 New York Yankees baseball
season. Mantle won the triple crown (batting .353, 52 home runs and 130 RBIs) and the American League MVP
and led the Yankees to a World Series championship over the Brooklyn Dodgers, which included assisting
Don Larsen to pitch a perfect game 5.
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